




Program
This concert is sponsored by The Union County Office of Cultural Affairs

Thomas Juneau, conductor
David Maiullo, piano

FROSTIANA: Seven Country Songs                Randall Thompson (1899-1984)
             Text by Robert Frost (1874-1963)

I. The Road Not Taken
II. The Pasture
III. Come In
IV. The Telephone
V. A Girl’s Garden
VI. Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening
VII. Choose Something Like A Star

Intermission

Peace on Earth, Op. 38             Amy Beach (1867-1944)
Lauren Klein-Juneau, soprano

Mary Lynne Nielsen, alto

Joy to the world!         Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
          arr. Ian Crawford

Sleigh Ride       Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)
     Words by Mitchell Parish (1900-1993)

Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer          Johnny Marks (1909-1985)
              aarr. Harry Simeone (1911-2005)

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas               Ken Darby (1932-1992)
                 arr. Simeone

Michael Baruffi, tenor

Christmas Sing-Along
O Come All Ye Faithful - Verses 1, 2, 6, 7
Silent Night
Hallelujah Chorus

Please join us for a Post Concert Reception
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SOPRANO

Carly DaSilva
Casandra LaMotte
Christine Beardslee
Deborah Booth
Dianne Ciccone
Fran Villaverde
Hedy Tukey
Janet Painter
Julia Lamon
Juliet Reiter-Gill
Kathy Parsons
Kristin Garrison
Lauren Klein-Juneau
Michele Currenti
Ritsuko Ando
Ruth Portela

ALTO

Beth Lohner
Debbie Saivetz
Hilary Baboukis
Jan Juneau
Jody Baboukis
Kathleen Diffley
Laura Gurcan
Lauren Porsch-Ortega
Maggie Reilly
Mary Barber
Mary Lynne Nielsen
Nancy Friedman
Paula Avioli
Rita Babu
Robin Taylor Roth

TENOR

Adam Cromer
Allyn Ciccone
Bob White
Dan McCulloch
Dennis Uhlig
Michael Baruffi
Paul Tukey
Rakesh Babu
Sho Ando

BASS

Christian Waugh
Heinz D Roth
Jeff Leonard
Len Keck
Norm Miller
Paul Garcia
Peter Wick
Rich Price
Rodrigo Vega
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Summit Chorale

Thomas Juneau, Conductor                                                          David Maiullo, Accompanist

Board of Directors

Carly DaSilva
Christine Beardslee
Deborah Booth
Fran Villaverde
Juliet Reiter-Gill
Lauren Porsch-Ortega
Norm Miller
Paul Garcia
Paul Tukey
Paula Avioli
Rita Babu
Rose Petric

Rakesh Babu, President Emeritus 
Thomas Juneau, Ex-Offcio
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Program Notes: Peace on Earth 

Welcome, my friends!

This afternoon, you are in for a real treat as Summit Chorale performs beloved 
repertoire that captures the idyllic nature of the holiday season. Our goal this season is 
to perform music by American composers, both popular and lesser-known, in 
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States of America in 2026. 
This concert is an “advent” of sorts, heralding the beginning of our national 
commemorative year.

We begin the concert with Frostiana, a set of poems by poet laureate Robert Frost, set 
to music by the American composer and music educator Randall Thompson. 
Thompson taught at many esteemed schools, including Harvard and the Curtis 
Institute. He was commissioned by the town of Amherst to compose a work to 
celebrate the bicentennial of the town in 1959. Robert Frost had lived there for many 
years, so the combination of Frost’s poetry with Thompson’s music was an obvious 
choice. The choral cycle features movements for women’s, men’s, and combined 
voices, due to the fact that the men’s and women’s choirs rehearsed separately. The 
work sets some of Frost’s most famous poems, including “The Road Not Taken” and 
“Choose Something Like a Star”. 

The second portion of our concert this afternoon features works by noted American 
musicians, including Peace on Earth by Amy Beach, who is noted as the first 
American woman composer of a symphony, the Gaelic Symphony from 1894. She was 
a prominent concert pianist in the US, playing with groups like the Boston Symphony, 
until she married Henry H.A. Beach, a noted surgeon and Harvard professor who 
redirected her towards composition. The lovely Christmas work, Peace on Earth, is in 
the style of the choral anthems of the period. In three parts, with an opening using 
words from It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, followed by a solo duet for soprano and 
alto, and ending with a triumphant choral fanfare. 

Joy to the World, while originally composed by British hymnist Isaac Watts, was 
arranged to be sung to a tune by George Frederic Handel by American composer and 
organist Lowell Mason. This hymn certainly crossed the Atlantic! Mason was known 
for composing famous hymns, including “Nearer My God, to Thee” and “The Old 
Rugged Cross”. While the original lyrics of the hymn Joy to the World were not 
intended for Christmas, Mason’s arrangement has become one of the definitive carols 
of North American Christmas. 



6

Program Notes (continued)

Our next three selections need no introduction. Sleigh Ride, by Massachusetts 
composer Leroy Anderson, originally began as an orchestral piece, conceived as a 
joke during a heat wave and made popular by Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops. 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, based on a 1939 publication from the department 
store Montgomery Ward (a catalog at the time), was set by composer Johnny Marks, 
who lived in Greenwich Village for most of his life. Gene Autry made the song 
famous, and it remains a lasting tribute to the creativity of corporate writing and 
Hollywood celebrity. And, it’s fun!

The Night Before Christmas, set to music by Newark, NJ native Harry Simeone, 
adapts Clement Clarke Moore’s (originally from New York) famous poem of the 
magic and mayhem of Santa and an idyllic Christmas Eve.  This work is a standard 
for the Chorale, and we are pleased to present it at nearly every holiday concert! We 
hope you enjoy it tremendously today!

Thank you again for joining us this afternoon! On behalf of Summit Chorale, I hope 
you, your family, and friends have a magical holiday season.

Thomas Juneau
Music Director, Summit Chorale
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Conductor’s Circle ($10,000 and above)
Union County Office of Cultural Affairs

Archangel ($5,000 - $9,999)

Angel ($2,500 - $4,999)
The Summit Foundation

Benefactor ($1,000 - $2,499)
Lauren Klein
Norm & Carol Miller
Heinz & Robin Roth

Sponsor ($500 - $999)
Rakesh Babu
Mike Baruffi
Sally & Steve Chew
Sue Bovan & Rick Marchisio
Kathy Diffley
Howard & Mary Helms
Peter Wick

Patron ($250 - $499)
Ritsuko & Sho Ando
Deborah Booth
Carly DaSilva
Juliet Reiter
Fran Villaverde

Donor ($100 - $249)
Paula Avioli
Christine Beardsley
Leonard Keck Jr.
Linda & Howard Schwartz
Joka Vandenberg & Jim Phillips

Friend (Any Amount Appreciated)
William Armbruster
Jocelyn Booth
Sarah Brown
Christina Cole
Andrew Hollander
Roz Kendellen
Harlan Kickhoefor
Ruth Portela
Xiaoxing Qi
Maggie Reilly 9

Thanks to all our Donors for helping make this year a possibility!

Interested in being a Donor?

Please visit our website at 
www.summitchorale.org and 

click the Donate button!
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